
Centre for Civil Society 

Theory and practice in 
contesting extractive-oriented 
infrastructure in South Africa 

By Patrick Bond 
University of KwaZulu-Natal Centre for Civil Society 

Durban, South Africa 
 

presented to the 4th IESE 
International Conference, 

State, Natural Resources and 
Conflict: Actors and Dynamics 

Maputo, Mozambique 
29 August 2014 







http://davidharvey.org 



‘overaccumulation’ 
and GDP stagnation: 

symptom of decline - 
finance-adjusted US profits 

• US corporate profits derived much less 
from manufacturing products; 

• much greater sources of profits came from 
abroad; 

• profits also came more from returns on 
financial assets. 

• Source: Gerard Dumenil and Dominique Levy 

crisis of surplus value extraction 

‘temporal fix’ 

‘spatial fix’ 



 ‘stealing’: exploitation of 
capitalist/non-capitalist relations 

Rosa Luxemburg 
  ‘Accumulation of capital periodically 

bursts out in crises and spurs capital on to 

a continual extension of the market. Capital 
cannot accumulate without the aid of non-
capitalist organisations, nor … can it tolerate 
their continued existence side by side with itself.  

 Only the continuous and progressive 
disintegration of non-capitalist organisations 
makes accumulation of capital possible.’, 

 The Accumulation of Capital, 1919. 



The opening up of global markets 
in both commodities and capital 
created openings for other states 
to insert themselves into the 
global economy, first as absorbers 
but then as producers of surplus 
capitals.. They then became 
competitors on the world stage.  

 What might be called  
‘subimperialisms’ arose… each 
developing centre of capital 
accumulation sought out 
systematic spatio-temporal fixes 
for its own surplus capital by 
defining territorial spheres of 
influence…  



correcting GDP to understand extractivism 
 MISSING FROM GDP: 
    resource depletion (crucial to extractivism) 
    air, water, and noise pollution 
    loss of farmland and wetlands 
    unpaid women’s/community work 
    family breakdown 
    other social values 
    crime 
 

Genuine Progress Indicator  
 



SA corporate profits: world’s 3rd highest 

Source: IMF Article IV on SA, July 2013 



artificially high? 



Thabo Mbeki runs AU’s 
‘High level Panel on Illicit 

Financial Flows from Africa’ 



crime includes vast African capital flight 



Illicit Financial Flows due to trade, 2001-10 

Source: Simon Mevel, Siope Ofa & Stephen Karingi / RITD / UN-ECA 



Illicit Financial Flows due to trade, by sector 
Top 10: Cumulative IFF from Africa by GTAP Sector, 2001-2010.

GTAP Sector USD Billion

Metals nec (Copper & Gold and other non-ferrous metals) 84.00           

Oil 69.59           

Natural gas 33.99           

Minerals nec (non metalic minerals eg. Cement, gravel, plaster etc) 33.08           

Petroleum, coal products 19.98           

Crops 17.06           

Food products 16.86           

Machinery and equipment nec 16.82           

Wearing apparel 14.00           

Ferrous metals (Iron & steel) 13.15           

Total 318.54        Source: Simon Mevel, Siope Ofa & Stephen Karingi / RITD / UN-ECA 



Illicit Financial Flows due to trade, 2001-10 
Source: Simon Mevel, Siope Ofa & Stephen Karingi / RITD / UN-ECA 

Cumulative IFF by destination  



during recent platinum 
strike, hot disputes over 

corporate profitability have 
major implications for wage 

settlement affordability 



trade mispricing by just one firm, 2004-12 

US$2.83 billion  
http://thestudyofvalue.org/2014/05/15/new-

lcsv-working-paper-explores/ 
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capital flight outstrips all other flows 



Britain, France, Belgium, 
Portugal, Germany, Italy, Spain 

in Berlin, 1884-85: ‘The Scramble for Africa’ drew colonial 
boundaries, mainly for the sake of facilitating extraction 



 against slavery, colonialism, 
neocolonialism, neoliberalism 



 or within? 



 BRICS Development Bank ($50 bn) 

 Contingent Reserve Arrangement ($100 bn) 

  
New York Times: 
‘BRICS can agitate for 
a seat at the table’ of 
the global economy, 
through ‘signing new 
financial cooperation 
agreements… [and] 
signaling discontent at 
their lack of influence 
over decision-making 
within the world’s 
existing financial 
institutions, and 
exploring steps to do 
something about it’ 
(April 2012) 

does this 
continent need 

cooking? 



global leaders amplify climate crisis 
Copenhagen Accord, COP 15, December 2009 

• Jacob Zuma (SA) 
• Lula da Silva (Brazil) 
• Barack Obama (USA) 
• Wen Jiabao (China) 

• Manmohan Singh (India) 



climate vulnerability in Africa 

source: Strauss Center, Univ of Texas 





‘Useful  Africa’ 
Source: Le Monde 

Diplomatique, Feb 2011 

known minerals 

in Africa, 2008  



1. South Africa       599 

2. Botswana        92 

3. Zambia            75 

4. Ghana             43 

5. Namibia           32 

6. Angola             32 

7. Mali                  29 

8. Guinea          21 

9. Mauritania  20 

 Tanzania  20 

 Zimbabwe  20 

Africa’s mining 
production by 
country, 2008 



“Africa Rising” (# of citations) 







World Bank 
(minimalist) 
adjustments 
to ‘genuine 

savings’ 
fixed capital (-), 

education (+), natural 
resource depletion (-), 

and pollution (-) 

 

      

 



extraction! 
Where is the 

Wealth of 
Nations? 

 

World Bank 
method for 

adjusting savings 
to account for a 

country’s 
tangible wealth 

and resource 
depletion 

 

Zambia, 2007  



South Africa’s natural capital accounts 
a first cut in the World Bank’s Changing Wealth of Nations (2011) 
 
substantial ‘subsoil assets’ within ‘natural capital’($/capita) 

depletion of subsoil (mineral) assets = 9% of income 

net decline in SA’s per person wealth: $245   





“Africa Rising”  
(really?) 



multinational corporate profits 
as a percentage of firm equity 

  

 

Source: UN Conference on Trade and Development (2007), World Investment Report 2007, Geneva.  

extractive industries 



and Africa protests Rising  
Agence France Press:: 







This Changes Everything:  
Capitalism vs. the Climate  
Naomi Klein, author of the #1 international  
bestsellers, The Shock Doctrine and No Logo,  
returns with This Changes Everything,  
a must-read on how the climate crisis needs  
to spur transformational political change 
 
We seem to have given up on any serious effort to prevent catastrophic climate change. Despite 
mounting scientific evidence, denialism is surging in many wealthy countries, and extreme fossil-
fuel extraction gathers pace. Exposing the work of ideologues on the right who know the 
challenge this poses to the free market all too well, Naomi Klein also challenges the failing 
strategies of environmental groups. This Changes Everything argues that the deep changes 
required should not be viewed as punishments to fear, but as a kind of gift. It's time to stop 
running from the full implications of the crisis and begin to embrace them.  

 
Naomi Klein is an award-winning journalist, syndicated columnist and author of the 
international bestsellers, The Shock Doctrine and No Logo. She is a member of the board of 
directors for 350.org, a global grassroots movement to solve the climate crisis, a Puffin 
Foundation Writing Fellow at The Nation Institute, and a former Miliband Fellow at the LSE. 

http://books.google.co.kr/books?id=P81bAwAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0










financial sanctions to halt port-petrochem: 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



South Durban’s port-petrochem plan 
 
 







competing visions for South Durban 
 

1) Presidential Infrastructure Coordinating Commission (2011) 
+ Durban municipality’s ‘South Durban Spatial Development 

Framework’ (2004) and ‘Back of Port Zoning Plan’ (2011) 
problems: high risk due to world trade, port-petrochemical 

dynamics, pro-corporate orientation, ecological destruction, 
unsustainable sprawl, amplified racial and class inequality 

 
  

2) South Durban Community Environmental Alliance 
‘Spatial and development vision’ (2008) 

problems: localist, incrementalist, does not address full 
spectrum of changes, fails to bring in all potential alliance 

partners, fails to desegregate (race, class, gender) 











Durban port solidarity: Palestine 



Durban port solidarity: Zimbabwe 



  SA foreign debt adds new  
  power relations for activists 

 
 
 

international financiers which we must repay 
 
 

PW Botha  
‘Rubicon’  

Speech 

Source: SARB Quarterly Bulletin 1/2014 




